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be considered and in some way propitiated if you would
succeed in any undertaking ; this is complete wil fulness, or,
in other words, pure atheism.1

The author's meaning thus far is perhaps some-
what obscure ; he therefore illustrates it by an
example. One European country in especial, he
thinks, has exhibited in its conduct this pure
atheism he is describing. And what country
does the reader think that is ? He will be per-
haps surprised when he learns it is not Italy,
which has seized on the Papal States ; it is not
Germany, which has harassed the Catholic
hierarchy ; it is not France, which has expelled
the religious orders. It is none of these ; it is
Poland. She, says the author, is a genuine type
of ' insensate atheism. Sedet ceternumque sedebii
that unhappy Poland, not indeed extinguished
but partitioned, and every thirty years decimated
anew. She expiates the crime of atheistic wil-
fulness, the fatal pleasure of unbounded individual
liberty, which rose up against the very nature of
things.'

We shall not at present pause to criticise
these views : we shall first, so far as we can,
complete our general outline of them. We have

3 Natural Religion,1 pp. 27, 29.